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High Grade Merrill Pianos. 




INSPECTION INVITED. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 

CATALOGUE SENT UPON APPLICATION. 



From New York ilusic Trade Review, under date of Dec. 17, 1892: 

#We have examined the Pianos manufactured by J. N. Merrill, Joston, 
and unhesitatingly pronounce them instruments of high merit. 

From the Boston Traveller, May 9, 1893: 

The closing days of the 19th century are marked by almost superhuman 
progress in all lines. This truth applies to musical instruments, and particu- 
larly to pianofortes. Among the pianos of the present day commanding marked 
attention by the best critics the " Merrill " pianos stand in the front rank. 



THE MERRILL PIANO CO., - 165 Tremont St., Boston. 
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W.O.PRATT, 70 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 

B. F. CLARK, 106 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 111. 
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free. 
We have filled positions at salaries aggregating more than 

$3,200,000.00. 



Public Opinion Current Topic 
Association. 



" Study Current Events in the Light of History." 
THE OBJECT of the Public Opinion Current 
Topic Association is to promote the systematic 
study of the great questions of the day, and by in- 
creasing the interest in current happenings, to incul- 
cate a broader view of the privileges and duties of 
citizenship. 
THE PLAN embodies the formation of clubs, with 
general details similar to those suggested in the book 
mentioned below, whose basis of work shall be the 
systematic reading of Public Opinion and other 
periodical publications and the further inquiry stimu- 
lated by such reading. Debates and special papers 
are optional. 
THE DETAILS are fully outlined in an elaborate 
thirty-two page book which will be sent to any address 
for six cents in stamps. 

In his Introductory Preface, Dr. Wm. T. Harris, 
U. S. Commissioner of Education, says: 

"I am a constant reader of Public Opinion, and find it eminently adapted 
to the place of a text-book for classes in current topics in schools and colleges. 
I have frequent occasion to admire the skill with which the editors collect and 
present phases of thought and opinion. Public Opinion re-edits the editorials 
of the press of the world in such a way as to furnish the reading public with 
exactly what I have described as the ideal object of the newspaper. In view of 
all these facts I heartily commend the Public Opinion Current Topic 
Association to thoughtful people everywhere." 

Cardinal Gibbons says : 

" I cordially approve of your project. Nihil humanum a me alienum puto 
was the noble expression of a great Roman. Rome's greatness was largely 
due to the interest of her statesmen in public affairs. Our country will also 
gain in power and progress in proportion as her most cultivated citizens will 
discuss and lead public opinion." 

Write to General Secretary, P. O. C. T. A., 

Box 348, Washington, D. C. 
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Is booking for 
the tours to . 



THE GRINDELWALD CHAUTAUQUA. 



A great Educational Conference and popular European tour 
combined, managed by Dr. Henry S. Lunn, Editor the Review of 
the Churches, London. Low Bishop of Worcester, Hon. Canon Frem- 
antle, P&re Hyacinthe, Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, Dr. Conan Doyle 
and other leading clergymen and litterateurs will make a most charm- 
ing assembly of lecturers. 

Popular extensions and excursions from this trip have been 
arranged under the most attractive conditions to Berne, Lake Brienz, 
the Brunig Pass, Lucerne, Meiringen, the Stanserhorn, Goeschenen, the 
Rhone Glacier, St. Gothard, the Italian Lakes, Brussels, Milan, 
Venice, Genoa, Pisa, Florence, Bologna, and many other points of the 
greatest interest. 

Expenses reduced to a minimum by the most careful co-operation. 
Totally unlike the ordinary "personally conducted" tours, these 
allow the maximum of personal liberty and privacy. Magnificent 
trans-atlantic steamers and excellent accommodations all along 
the route. 

Address, 

Pilgrimage Bureau, "Review of Reviews," 

13 ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK CITY. 
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Liiglit Running, Noiseless, Durable, Simple. 

THE SINGER MAIVTJF AC TURING COMPANY received Fifty- 
four First Awards at the World's Columbian Exposition, more 
than double the number received by all the other Sewing 
Machine Companies. 

THE SINGER MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
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THE TRUE GRANDEUR OF NATIONS. By 
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HIS TAMSHED STAK. A striking story of East Tennessee 
Mountain life, scenery and characters, told with remarkable 
vigor by Charles Egbert Craddock (Miss Mary N. Mur- 
free). 16mo. $1.25. 

TWO STRINGS TO HIS BOW. By Walter Mitchell. 
16mo. $1.25. A novel with a skilful plot, plenty of dramatic sit- 
uation and incident, and told in a very attractive style. 

THE STORY OF DAN. A strong, well written, and thoroughly 
interesting story of Irish peasant life, by M. E. Francis. 
16mo. $1.25. 

THE WHITE CROWN, and Other Stories. By Herbert D. 

Ward. 16mo. $1.25. "Mr. Ward's stories every one have 

the supreme merit of being interesting." — The Churchman 
(NewYork). 

CLAUDIA. A charming Virginia story, by Frances Courtenay 
Baylor, author of "Juan and Juanita." 16mo. $1.25. 

THE PETRIE ESTATE. By Helen Dawes Brown. 16mo. 

$1.25. 

" Helen Dawes Brown is pleasantly remembered as the author of 
" Two College Girls," an extremely well-constructed and entertain- 
ing story, which gave promise of better attainments in the future. 
These expectations are delightfully realized in 'The Petrie 
Estate,' a story with many felicitous touches." — Boston Transcript. 

POLLY OLIVER'S PROBLEM. 

gin. Illustrated. $1.00. 



By Kate Douglas Wig- 



" As a story for girls the book is unexcelled; for, aside from the 
interest in Polly's solution of her problem, there are many lessons 
of courage and hopefulness that are good for girls to think about." 
— Public Opinion (Washington, D. C). 



BAYOU FOLK. By Kate Chopin. 16mo. $1.25. 

" These Creole and Acadian tales are so fine that no words save 
' charming ' and ' fascinating ' will serve to describe them." — Port- 
land Transcript. 

IN EXILE, and Other Stories. A tasteful volume of excellent 
short stories by Mary Hallock Foote, author of u Ths 
Chosen Valley," "The Led-Horse Claim," " John Bodewin's 
Testimony," " The Last Assembly Ball," etc. 16mo. $1.25. 

MY SUMMER IN A MORMON VILLAGE. By Florence 
A. Merriam, author of "Birds Through an Opera Glass." 
With a frontispiece illustration. 16mo. $1.00. 

This is a charming summer book, giving an account of a season 
spent in Utah by Miss Merriam with Mrs. Olive Thorne Miller, 
watching birds, enjoying the scenery, observing the Mormons, all 
of which she describes very attractively. 



The Kescue of an Old Place. 



MARY CAROLINE ROBBINS. 

16mo. $1.25. 

" Mrs. Bobbins is entitled to the gratitude of every one who 
wishes to make a country place beautiful." — Louise Chandler 
Moulton. 

SWEETSER'S GUIDE BOOKS. Carefully revised for 1894. 
New England. 6 maps, 11 plans. 
The White Mountains. 6 maps, 6 panoramas. 
The Maritime Provinces. 4 maps, 4 plans. Bed cloth, $1.50 
each. 

" Incomparable handbooks for the tourist."— New York Even- 
ing Post. 



Sold by all Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 

HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., BOSTON. 



The American Friend, mL ^ E !-™* 

, 1 and CHICAGO. 



Succeeds the Friends' Review and Christian Worker. 

Pure, Spiritual Christianity, 



Devoted 
to 



It considers the importance of religious experience, methods 
of Christian work, Christianity practically applied to politics, 
business, home and moral reforms. It is a journal of present 
rather than of past issues, and is alive to the religious thoughts of 
the day. Price, $1.50 a year; single copies, 5 cents. A good 
medium for advertisers. 



Subscribe for the 

WORK A T HOME, 

Subscription Price, 25 Cents a Year. 



This paper contains each month interesting information 
on all departments of Home Missionary Work ; and also 
Programmes and Suggestions for Missionary 
Meetings. 
Published monthly by the 

Woman's Home Missionary Association, 
32 Congregational House, - - Boston, Mass. 
Please mention The Advocate of Peace. 



The object of the manufacturers of Dob- 
bins' Electric Soap has been, ever since 1869, 
to make it of such superior quality that it 
will give universal satisfaction. Have they 
succeeded ? Millions of unsolicited letters from 
women all over the country, and foreign 
countries giving it unqualified praise as the 
" very best, very purest, and most economical 
soap ever used " by the writers, give an 
affirmative answer to the above question. 
If you cannot accept the experience of 
millions who use it, after the twenty-three 
years it has been on the market, one trial 
will convince you. 

ImPOR" ^ or was h* n g flannels there is absolutely no other 

TAUT soa P tnat com pares at all with Dobbins' 

I Mil I Electric. All other soaps shrink and turn yellow 

all woolen goods like flannels and blankets. If you use Dobbins' 

Electric Soap, and no other, and follow directions, your flannels 

will always remain as white and as soft as when new. 

DOBBINS' SOAP MAN'G Co., 

Successors to I. L. Cragin & Co., 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION. 

Public Letter from Joseph Cook. 
Read at Ocean Grove, July 21st. 

To the President of the Peace Convention at Ocean Grove, 

K J., July 21, 1894: 

Sir — A new era dawns now that the victims of war 
themselves begin to hold the purse strings of war. The 
friends of international arbitration are called dreamers ; 
they are suspected of being chimerical. But the pro- 
gress of liberty in the modern world has lifted ballots 
into authority over bullets. As suffrage broadens the 
prospects of peace improve ; for the classes that suffer 
most from war begin to have power to abolish it. The 
cry of the victims of war is the most persuasive argument 
against it, and thank God, the victims of war now have 
votes not only in the American Republic, but in England 
and France, and will soon have them in Germany. 

There are Christians enough on this globe to reach, if 
they were to stand up with arms extended, eleven times 
around it. The Christians of the world ought to be a 



peace society and an arbitration society ; and un- 
doubtedly they do hold civilization together, golden links, 
making substantially theocracy of the many peoples of 
the planet. But there are workingmen enough on the 
globe who might easily become victims of war, not mere- 
ly to reach around it eleven times, but to clothe it with 
the winding sheet of their corpses, and to clasp the en- 
tire planet many times in the arms of their widows and 
orphans. The victims of war are chiefly found among 
workingmen.; and these people in the providence of God 
are coming to the front in the regions of political power. 
I maintain that the appearance of the workingman as 
the champion of arbitration is the rising of the morning 
star — I will not say of immediate but of ultimate and 
general if not of universal peace. 

The British Parliament is not usually supposed to be 
much given to the support of fantastic and chimerical 
propositions in politics. Two hundred and thirty-three 
members of the House of Commons, including both Lib- 
erals and Conservatives, among whom were twenty-one 
members who have held office in recent governments, pre- 
sented a few years ago to the President of the United 
States an address in favor of arbitration between England 
and America as a remedy for war. The Workingmen's 
Peace Association in England originated the movement, 
and among its supporters were representatives of several 
hundred thousand members of British trades-unions. 
Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Bright, the Lord Mayor of London, 
Cardinal Manning, Mr. Spurgeon, and thirty-seven mem- 
bers of the House of Lords, commended the scheme in 
letters of cordial approval. The President of the United 
States publicly pledged himself to give it his faithful and 
careful consideration. 

The British Delegation in its travels through the Re- 
public was received everywhere with spontaneous ova- 
tion, by a population that prides itself somewhat on its 
practical sagacity. This movement in favor of interna- 
tional arbitration was not put forth by any peace society. 
It was the practical, cool, shrewd proposal of statesmen, 
of workingmen, of bankers, of jurists. It was simply 
the proposal that England and America should agree by 
treaty that in any case of international dispute which 
cannot be settled by diplomacy, they will always try arbi- 
tration before trying war. 

Face to face with the successes of arbitration, during 



